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john surman:

the belting zodiac

by mike pearson

The Brand new Book

from mike Pearson 

on The life and work 

of The celeBraTed 

BriTish saxoPhonisT John

surman

This book is about one of the finest jazz musicians to have emerged outside

america since the second world war. John surman is an outstanding  instru-

mentalist (clarinet, soprano and baritone saxophone), composer and quietly

original maker of new music.

from his beginnings as a prize winning choir boy, through the years as a belt-

ing soloist on the london Jazz scene, to his exploitations of native roots and

early english music, surman has worked with steady conviction to make out-

standing music. he has also been part of  a wider evolution whereby notations

of what jazz is have come under pressure and the creative conflict has stimu-

lated the making of newer sounds less tethered to tradition of idiomatic limits

his story therefore takes us beyond england and beyond the most inclusive

definitions of Jazz. he has composed  'straight' classical works  and made music

with traditional english musicians. however his nationality and 'englishness' are

essential aspects of his story because he was formed here and took his her-

itage into the world of Jazz.

mike Pearson

Featuring:

Over 260 pages.

phOtOgraphs

never beFOre seen material 

FrOm the surman Family 

archives

DiscOgraphy
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